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It had originally been intended that the combined march on
Falam should take place in January, but the movement had been
necessarily postponed, and the date now fixed for the simul-
taneous arrival at the Taslion capital of the two columns was the
llth March.

At this stage it will be as well to leave the Southern force, and
Progress in the northern bring the account of the northern opera-
hills.,                tions up to the date of marching on
Falam. In November, shortly after the commencement of the field
operations, a column under the command of Major Edge, Cheshire
Eegiment, advanced from Port White to attack the villages of
Shwipi, Dimpi, and Dimlo. The Chins set fire to the villages on
the British approach, and then engaged Major Edge's men, killing
one and wounding two Gurkhas. The following clay some live
stock was captured and some standing crops destroyed by the
column, which then returned to Fort White followed by the enemy,
who succeeded in killing a private of the Cheshire Regiment. On
the 3rd January preliminary orders were received for the advance
on Falam, and the next day the troops and coolies started improv-
ing the mule track to that place. The road was made for twelve
miles to the southern slopes of the Ledaw range at Yawlu. Here an
advanced post was built, rations were stored, and orders awaited
for the general advance. No orders were received^however, during
February and March, owing to the delay caused by the slow
advance of the Southern Column.

Experience had taught us that nothing was attained by simply
burning the Siyins' houses. Endeavours were consequently made
by the Assistant Political Officer to secure their submission by
negotiations. These negotiations were so far successful that the
Sagyilain Chief (Mang Lon)-surrendered on the 17th January. His
surrender was important as being the first, and through him all
future negotiations with the Siyins were managed. Mang Lon
informed the Political Officer that the conduct of the Siyins would
depend entirely on the result of the Tashon expedition, and that if
the Tashons did not fight, the Siyin tribe were not prepared to
continue the struggle alone. Owing to the false impression we
had at that time, that the Tashons had unlimited control over
the Siyins, this appeared reasonable, and what amounted to an